
 

 
New Members Inge Lass, Maggie Britton, Marissa Burgess, Kay Shoard & New Associate Member Margie Wilson  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
Thank you to everyone who attended our 2019 event at South Tweed Sports Club 
on Monday August 19. A huge thank you to Ben and the team at 
South Tweed Sports for looking after our ALVA folks. 
 
Also a big ALVA thank you to Patti Gilbert, who looks after all 
sorts of ALVA bits to make these days happen for us, along with 
Life Member Di Fowler, who is also part of Patti and Tony Gilbert 

world of music and dance festivals. Thanks also to Di for your lovely table 
decs and for all you do for us up North! 
 
Travelling up from Sydney was Vice President Lisa Crouch and Treasurer 
Gayle Wakeling Taylor which always helps me to make sure the day runs 
smoothly. Also joining us from Sydney were Committee Members Di 
Georgeson, and first time GC Event attendee Committee Member Irene St. 
John.  
 
Thanks to all the other Sydney members who made the trip it is so great to 
see you all always and to see you catching up with your northern family and 
friends and bringing them along to the day! 

 



 
Patti & Tony Gilbert and Brenda Kitchen and hubby David accommodated and pampered me 
so beautifully xxx   Special thanks to my lovely showbiz friends Brett and Matthew Harris Mills 
for coming to join us and bring a raffle prize from their business FORM Fitness Pilates located 
at Southport. 0404 711 773. Another lovely prize donation came from Kelii Grauer from KBod 
Fitness at Palm Beach. Kelii spent many years as a leading commercial dancer in Sydney 
before making the move to Gold Coast to open a dance based fitness studio which has been a 
long term dream. 07 5659 2844 
 
I am making mention of these two studios ladies as they both cater for performers and 
entertainers, both working and retired, with many classes and private tuition available for 
mature women. The need to keep fit both in body and mind is always so important to keep us healthy, so these 
are two places you can do that and are run by beautiful and like-minded people. So yes this is advertising for 
what my mates do, with my intention being the need to look after our ALVA Members and keep them fit and 
healthy always. 

 
Great to see The Founder Toni Stevens with a table of ALVA lovelies always. With many friends 
and family of members as well as our beautiful Social Sequence dancers joining us with Patti 
and Tony. And what can I say about our Special Guest!  
 
Hazel Phillips was the highlight of the day with her wonderful joie 
de vivre, comedy and incredible life story! I could have listened to 
much more that’s for sure! Thank you Hazel for making the trip to 
be with us and for your wonderful sense of community and 
connection with what we do at ALVA. You are an inspiration to 
many and your energy, inquisitive nature and commitment. 
 

So all in all a wonderful day was had by all, as we celebrated the year of ALVA’s 40th 
Birthday. Started all those years ago by an incredible team of committed Women in 
Entertainment and kept alive, vigorous and relevant by my wonderful team and the 
energy we have volunteered for the past 15 years. 
 
Reminder that we have a luncheon event Monday September 23 in Sydney and then 
the long awaited Masquerade Christmas Ball at Le Montage on Monday NIGHT 
November 25 to complete our 40th Birthday year of ALVA Women in Entertainment. 
Thank you everyone, take care of you and those around you, Susie xx 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

VALE: LARRY STELLAR OAM  1927 - 2019  
 
 
 
As someone who is new to the industry, I had 
the great pleasure of meeting Larry at an ALVA 
Function well before I started working on this 
committee. It was a christmas party at Le 
Montage, and he arrived with the beautiful Audrey on his arm. I remember thinking 
to myself, “this person has to be someone I should know”. His immaculate attire, 
cheeky grin and silky smooth speaking voice was not easily forgotten.  
 
As I started to get to know Larry, I realised that he was quite an extraordinary jazz 
singer. As a music teacher who runs Jazz Orchestra, this was of particular interest to 
me. I used to marvel at the way he was able to take a simple melody, and turn it 
into the most beautiful lyrical story.  

In 2002, Larry released an album, “The Music Never Ends”. On this album, Larry gave us classic tunes like “Fly Me 
to the Moon”, “Night and Day” and “Love is a Tender Trap”. It is on this album, that this sublime crooner is 
captured for all eternity.  
 
Not only was he talented, but he was incredible generous, always donating to ALVA, the MO’s and Debonaires 
when possible. He was always giving of his time to have a quiet chat about music, the industry, his exploits and life 
in general. I can remember two very enlightening conversations that I had with Larry at Olive Johnston’s birthday 
parties.  Later in his life, he regularly attended ALVA Functions, the MO Awards and the Debonairs Luncheon, 
continuing to entertain colleagues and guests alike with his silky crooning style.  
 
I last saw Larry at the ALVA Banquet, doing what he does best, entertaining people with his life, his stories and his 
generosity. At 92, he was always quick witted in any conversation. Whilst I may not know much about Larry’s 
younger years, I do know that it was an incredible pleasure to have had the opportunity to get to know this stellar 
gentleman.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monday September 23  

Spring Luncheon and Hat Parade 
Venue: Moore Park Golf Club  

See attached Flyer  
10.30am Arrival 

 
 

 
Monday November 25  
Masquerade Christmas Ball 
Venue: Le Montage 
6pm Arrival 

 
 
 
 

 


